[Antibodies to the structural and nonstructural gag-coded proteins of type-D retroviruses in patients with lymphadenopathy].
Screening of antibodies to structural and nonstructural gag gene-coded proteins in humans with lymphadenopathy and AIDS was performed by means of radioimmunoprecipitation (RIP) and western blotting. Pr78gag precursor of gag-coded proteins of type-D retrovirus from Hep-2 cells served as an antigen in RIP tests. Total number of sera (of humans with lymphoadenopathy) under RIP analysis was 18 and one sera of AIDS patient. Six of them reacted with Pr78gag and one out of one AIDS serum. Over 80 sera samples of humans with lymphadenopathy have been tested by means of western blotting with proteins of Mason-Pfizer monkey virus as antigens. Antibodies to p27 (major internal protein of Mason-Pfizer monkey virus) were detected in 12 sera samples of those with lymphadenopathy (dilution 1:100) and in 9 out of 12 sera of AIDS patients (dilution 1:100-1:400). Results obtained make it possible to predict that type-D retroviruses are associated with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome and generalized lymphadenopathy and could play some role in development of this illness in humans.